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The Shulchan Aruch paskens
(1 p"o,'0 11 0) that one is
obligated to have Kavana
before doing a Mitzvah.
Furthermore, having the
Kavana: 'n n"¥ TWXD can
transform a routine action into a
full-fledged Mitzvah!

It is preferable to speak out the
words of Kavana, as the Chovos
Halevavos writes:
"N2TN NN NDNI narnnn'

129N WYNT AN

210 72T 902 D TPNY MY
NX 'N MY X" DTXN NYY
™} ."MPYX 1D /NN nen
52 DA ,NPY1 TIXN NN 1NDY
1N TV Ty W8 1D 50m v
X2 NN MDY L9122 )0 N2
21 nawN" X N"Apny Ty N'oon
"90 — ".qny D en
wn |')'7I'1 20171 NNDN

727317 1 NIXR

The Rambam, in Hilchos Megilla

v’Chanukah writes:

"The mitzvah of Ner Chanukah
is an extremely precious mitzvah
(XN Ty NN M¥N), and a
person must take great care to
make the miracle known, to
increase praise of Hashem and to
thank Him for the miracles that
He performed for us. Even if one
is sustained by Tzedakah, he

must borrow [money] or sell his
cloak in order to buy oil and a
lamp to light.”
(Q' N2%N T p9)

Although lighting the Menorah
is a 12277 N¥N, one should have
Kavana beforehand just like by a
NIMIXT NM¥N.

(" "0 ,0 'O NN NN)

Once, before Chanukah, a
student asked HaRav HaGaon R’
Avrohom Pam zt”/ what Kavana to
have when lighting the Menorah.
R’ Pam told the student, “You are
required to have Kavana to fulfill
the 72207 M¥N. Without this
Kavana, you are missing the
mitzvah (Mmxnn pw),
and any other tefillos or kavanos

essential

will not help for that.
nyny N Nxn "DX9 270" 190N INN)
(OxnYp1o

Therefore, before lighting the
Chanukah Neiros one should be
Mechavin:

msn o"p% 1"on "N
N21N 11 NpPOSTN
D"ONN 1PNY 11D

2190 XY nIXn

Each time someone does a
27T NM¥N, he can also fulfill a
NNMIXT NM¥N, the mitzvah of
"MON X' as it says in the Torah:

\ RN
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L'zchus Refuah
Sh'leima
Dov Mordechai ben
Yocheved shlit"a

172 MK 12T )N MON x>
oxnen T 5
“You shall not stray from the

word that they (the D722N)
will tell you, right or left”

(x*,r DM2T)
The A¥pNn  NN¥NN 190
explains that this mitzvah

includes everything that Kial
Yisroel has been mekabel from
"IN, written in the Shas that

we have in our hands.
(NP Nnwyn &5 m¥n)

Therefore, before lighting the
Chanukah neiros, one should
also be mechavin for the N¥N

NNMIXT:

D™pPY 1Mdon "N
DM>N "1pa yin» msn
"N M8 IwND

"7 9701 0T MR

In addition to the 7220T NI¥N
of ner Chanukah and the Mm¥n
XNMIXT of MON X2, one
should also be careful to have
kavana for the XNMIXT Ni¥N
of 'N ™ TON DT - recalling the
kindness of 'N Who saved us by,
giving us victory over the D‘J]‘

Remembering all the
chasadim that Hashem
constantly does for us is a

NN

RN



NXNMIXT NMNN, as the
pasuk says:

WX TN DD DX NN
DWAIN O POX NN

27N Ny
(a,noMaT)

Although these words were
said by Moshe Rabbeinu to the
Yidden in the desert, Rabbeinu
Yonah learns through a Kal
v'Chomer that this mitzvah
applies to the chasadim that
Hashem does to each one of
us.

It is very important to have
this mitzvah in mind when
lighting the menorah, because
this mitzvah is the very reason
we light the menorah on
Chanukah!

As HaRav HaGaon R’ Shlomo
Auerbach o"yr,
explains in his sefer NNIN

Zalman

NN%Y/, (h:m 'o X0 nnYw nnan),
on Chanukah we thank N for

the successful war against 0",
and our thanks is in the form of
lighting the menorah. He
writes:

"It seems to me that the
lighting of the neiros on
Chanukah is itself the thanks
and the praise
(2NN NXMNN), meaning that
this action will inspire our
hearts to thank 'N for the
tremendous miracles He did
for us in the matter of winning
the wars.”

R’ Shlomo Zalman goes on to
point out that in the words of
1990 man...

“...no mention is made of the
T N9 because the lighting is
not done as a remembrance of
the 1N/ NO. For we do not find

anywhere that we thank
Hashem for many generations
for a neis that He did to allow
Klal Yisroel to perform a
mitzvah.”

It is therefore crucial that
when one lights the menorah,
he takes a moment to reflect on
how Hashem saved us in the
wars and that he thanks Him for
this!

Before lighting the
Chanukah neiros, - and before
saying Al Hanisim or Hallel, one
should seize the opportunity to
fulfill this mitzvah and be MJnN:

D™p% 1Mon N
"N " TON MO Msn
DN MS XD

a=21a7 SATaR

There are many D'2N1N that
we do on Chanukah including:
having Chanukah mesibos,
eating foods fried in oil such as
donuts and latkes, eating
milchig foods (to recall how
Yehudis killed Eliporni), giving
children Chanukah gelt and
playing with dreidels. These
0'2N1N are for the purpose of
recalling the Chanukah neis -
the victory of the
Chashmonaim - and to inspire
us to have gratitude to Hashem
for saving us.

Before doing any of these

R Y

minhagim, one should first be
mechavin:
D™p% Mon M
"N TON MO MEn
DN M AUXD

Fearless - A Kavana Story

The shul in Radin, the town where
the Chofetz Chaim lived, had a
sign inside which read, ‘Anyone

who raises his hand to hit another

Jew shall be placed into cherem’.

It once occurred that a fellow who
was prone to violence did indeed
hit another Jew, and even drew

blood. The Chofetz Chaim
therefore instructed the Gabbai to
place the attacker in cherem.
However, the Gabbai feared the
fellow and did not follow through
with the instructions.

The Chofetz Chaim himself
therefore ascended the shul’s
podium and announced before the
congregation,

X2 Mixn O"pY arm P MmN’
"W 1910 NN (I am hereby
fulfilling the Mitzvah of ‘You shall
not be fearful of any man’!)
“[So and so] is hereby
excommunicated until he repents
of his deed and asks for
forgiveness!”

Just a few hours later, the man
came to shul to renounce his evil
deed and repent for it in full view
of the congregation. (From Sefer Chofetz

Chaim HaChodosh, Parshas Devarim, pg. 13, from sefe

Sha’arei Tzion, Orchos Tzaddik.)
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For questions and comments, please call 917-863-2685 or email 613kavana@gmail.com. To subscribe to a weekly email, just send us |
a blank email. For a more complete understanding of the topic of m> nip*Mx nii¥n, as well as additional practical gpplications, (.
see "N nI'Y "WUKd 190. To obtain this sefer, or for sponsorships, please contact us at the above number/email a i ’:f G“‘rfg
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